
There’s something special  
about UWM that just can’t be captured  
in words or even pictures—

you simply 
have to 
see it for 
yourself. 

how to get here
Depending on where you’re coming from, we suggest you start your  
tour along Lake Michigan for the easiest and most picturesque drive.

By Car
From the South & West
From I-43 northbound or I-94 near downtown, take I-794 east to the Lakefront exit. Go north along  
the lake on Lincoln Memorial Drive to the top of the hill, where Lincoln Memorial Drive becomes  
E. Kenwood Boulevard and intersects with N. Lake Drive. Go straight (west) on Kenwood Boulevard  
five blocks to campus. Turn right on Downer Avenue. The UWM Visitor Center is in Vogel Hall,  
3253 N. Downer Ave.

From the North
Take I-43 southbound to the Capitol Drive east exit. Go east on Capitol to N. Downer Avenue, then  
south on Downer Avenue. The UWM Visitor Center is in Vogel Hall, 3253 N. Downer Ave.

From the East
Go south on N. Lake Drive. Turn right (west) on Kenwood Boulevard five blocks to campus.  
Turn right on Downer Avenue. The UWM Visitor Center is in Vogel Hall, 3253 N. Downer Ave. 

By train/Bus
If you’re coming from out of town, Amtrak and Greyhound Bus Service connect at the Milwaukee 
Intermodal Station downtown. From there, you can take a cab or catch a Milwaukee County Transit 
System bus to campus. Six local bus routes and three express bus routes serve campus.  
amtrak.com, greyhound.com, ridemcts.com

By air
UWM is about a 20-minute drive from General Mitchell International Airport (MKE).  
From there, it’s easy to take a taxi or shuttle service to campus or  
your hotel. mitchellairport.com

parKing
Please allow plenty of time for parking. If space  
is available, you can park in the Student Union  
garage on Kenwood Boulevard or the Pavilion  
garage on Downer Avenue. Otherwise, metered  
parking is available on the streets surrounding 
campus. Find information on parking 
rates and other options at 
parking.uwm.edu, under  
the “campus visitors” tab.

where  
to stay
There are hotel options for 
every price range, go to  
uwm.edu/discover/hotels.cfm  
to find a list of hotels closest to 
campus. Find a complete list at 
visitmilwaukee.org. 
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“So many people are pleasantly surprised once 
they come on a campus tour. When families hear 
UW-Milwaukee, they often assume we are in 
the downtown Milwaukee area. We have a 
beautiful campus that is so close to such 
an amazing beach, family neighborhoods 
and wooded area, while still being a bus 
ride away to downtown. I love that UWM 
has almost 30,000 students, but our campus is so 
compact that you can get to most places in 10 
minutes. I think our campus has such an 
amazing feel, and you have to come visit 
to experience it!”
Hollie White
Campus tour guide 
Senior, Criminal Justice
Kenosha, Wis.

But until then, we hope this brochure will serve as a 
handy introduction to the local and campus highlights 
you might want to hit on your next visit. A bustling 
hub of more than 29,000 students, UWM makes 
its home on Milwaukee’s beautiful East Side, just 
five minutes from Lake Michigan, 15 minutes from 
downtown Milwaukee and 90 minutes from Chicago. 

Get ready to explore!

visit.uwm.edu/tour

hollie’s favorite 
Campus hangout 

“I LOVE the water fountain by Curtin. 
In the spring, you can just lay by the 
fountain in the sun, and it makes 
studying for finals a lot more fun!”

hollie’s favorite City 
spot: Bradford BeaCh

“During the summer if I am not at work, you will 
find me at the beach. There is always so much 
to do—beach volleyball, various sand games, 
and tons of people around. Nothing better than 
catching some rays with your friends!”

plan your visit
The campus tour is a must for any prospective student. We offer student-
led tours six days a week, rain or shine during the school year plus 
Monday through Friday each summer. Plan on two hours total for the 
admissions presentation and walking tour. Make the most of your day on 
campus by visiting one of our schools and colleges and adding a tour of 
the residence halls. 

After your initial tour, we hope you’ll come back for some of these other 
unique visit opportunities:

Meet Milwaukee: Join us on campus to sample life as a UWM student both in and out of 
the classroom. Learn how the city of Milwaukee will enhance your education. Meet current UWM 
students to get the inside scoop on being a Panther. Chat with advisors about the major(s) you can 
pursue. Check out all the options you will have for fun on campus. Visit us for a day, and you will want 
to make UWM part of your future.

Go Milwaukee: A special day for admitted students only, where you will finalize your decision to 
make UWM your new home. Learn the next steps to take so you can start classes in the fall. Attend a 
sample class to experience college courses yourself. Find out all about financial aid and housing. Take 
special “behind the scenes” tours of our favorite spots on campus. Hear from recent alums about their 
successes and why they are so glad they chose UWM. Family members will have their own sessions, 
too, because you will all be part of our UWM community. 

To register for these special opportunities, go to visit.uwm.edu/tour.

Sami @samihankster 3:11 PM - 8 Jul 13

I’m so in love with my college it’s abnormal #uwm

Carla @carlajgreve 
1:45 PM - 27 Oct 12

Every time I visit @uwm, I fall 
more and more in love with 
the campus. Can’t wait to start 
classes next semester!

Jesse @Jesse_D_Douglas 8:49 PM - 14 Mar 13

@UWM I took my tour today and met some really 
awesome people! Can’t wait for August! :) 

What’s it like to be a Panther? 
looK here:  
everyday.uwm.edu 

learn more  
and sign up at  
visit.uwm.edu/tour



Swing by UWM’s nationally known School of Architecture  
& Urban Planning to see the latest exhibit in the school’s gallery.  
uwm.edu/sarup

Stroll through the Milwaukee Art Museum, designed by 
world-renowned architect Santiago Calatrava. Watch the Burke Brise 
Soleil—otherwise known as the “wings” of the museum—in flight  
at 10 a.m., noon and 5 p.m. most days. mam.org

Catch a movie at the UWM Union Theatre. Many screenings 
are free. uniontheatre.uwm.edu

Check out one of the 300-plus events put on every year by the 
talented folks at UWM’s Peck School of the Arts. psoa.uwm.edu

Take in the latest exhibition at the Union Art Gallery on campus. 
unionartgallery.tumblr.com

Get crafty at the Studio Arts and Craft Centre, which offers on-
campus workshops ranging from watercolor painting to jewelry-making 
to pottery. craftcentre.uwm.edu

Enjoy a picnic by the fountain outside Curtin Hall.

People-watch at Ernest Spaights Plaza, just outside the  
Union Food Court.

Get connected at UWM’s wide range of cultural centers, 
including the Women’s Resource Center, LGBT Resource Center,  
Black Cultural Center, African American Student Services, Roberto 
Hernández Center, American Indian Student Services, and Southeast 
Asian-American Student Services. uwm.edu/life/activities.cfm

Stock up on Panther gear at the sweatshop-free UWM Bookstore. 
bookstore.uwm.edu

Browse the collection at the Golda Meir Library and stroll 
through the Daniel Soref Learning Commons, a study hotspot open to 
students 24/7. uwm.edu/libraries

Go bowling, play pool or try table tennis at the Union  
Rec Center. reccenter.uwm.edu

Cheer on the UWM Panthers in one of our 15 Division I 
sports, including the state’s only DI baseball team.  
uwmpanthers.com

Get a peek at the fitness programs, rec sports, and pool 
available to students at the Klotsche Center and Pavilion.  
urec.uwm.edu

Scope out UWM’s vibrant intramural sports scene, which 
offers everything from floor hockey to flag football to badminton.  
urec.uwm.edu

While you’re in town, catch a professional sports game—
we’ve got the Milwaukee Brewers, Milwaukee Bucks, Milwaukee 
Wave and Milwaukee Admirals, and the Green Bay Packers are just  
up the road.

Wander the trails of Downer Woods, an 11.1-acre forest 
preserved right on campus.

Rope-climb, sail, ski—the Outdoor Pursuits Center 
in the Union is your go-to spot for outdoor programming and 
equipment rental. You can even get your wheels fixed by the  
bike mechanic. uwm.edu/recsports/outdoor-pursuits

Admire the green roofs all around campus—just one 
way UWM demonstrates its commitment to sustainability. 
sustainability.uwm.edu

Walk, run or bike along the 116-mile Oak Leaf Trail—
you can hop on just a few blocks from campus. countyparks.com

Experience Milwaukee from a new perspective as you cruise 
down the river and into Lake Michigan. mkeboat.com

Stargaze at the UWM Manfred Olson Planetarium. 
The observatory offers many free and low-cost options, including 
AstroBreaks on select Wednesdays, late-night star-gazing and special 
Friday night shows. planetarium.uwm.edu 

Discover the plant, mineral and fossil collection of the 
Thomas A. Greene Geological Museum in Lapham Hall.  
geosciences.uwm.edu

Pet the fish at the aquarium, explore Les Paul’s Hall of Sound, immerse 
yourself in a virtual reality space, and more at Discovery World 
at Pier Wisconsin. discoveryworld.org

Check out UWM’s School of Freshwater Sciences, the 
first of its kind in America and one of just three in the 
world. Public tours are not currently available because of construction 
at the school’s Great Lakes WATER Institute, but check back in the 
summer of 2014. freshwater.uwm.edu

Enjoy the view of Milwaukee’s skyline (and homemade sweet 
potato chips) at the Kenwood Inn, a gourmet deli in the Union open 
for lunch on weekdays. dining.uwm.edu

Relax at the Union’s Gasthaus, which features HD projection screens 
and pub favorites, including the quintessential Milwaukee tradition, the 
Friday Fish Fry. dining.uwm.edu

Hit the Milwaukee Public Market in the city’s historic Third Ward to 
taste an array of artisan and ethnic foods. milwaukeepublicmarket.org

Try some of Milwaukee’s famous frozen custard. The options 
abound, but one close to campus is Northpoint Custard, open on the 
lakefront from May through October. northpointcustard.com

Fuel up at Grind, a coffee shop (and UWM student favorite) with six 
campus locations, including the Union, EMS Building, Golda Meir Library, 
Sandburg Hall, Cambridge Commons and the Northwest Quadrant.  
dining.uwm.edu

Sip coffee or enjoy a baked goodie at Colectivo Lakefront, 
which is housed in a historic Milwaukee River pumping station.  
colectivocoffee.com/cafes/lakefront/
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Have you heard?

If you haven’t been to Milwaukee, it’s definitely worth a visit.  
People all around the country are buzzing about UWM’s hometown.

Movoto Real Estate Blog

#7most eXCiting City 

in ameriCa

top12
 art City in ameriCa

Art Place

 top
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 emerging   
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Forbes
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American Forests

There are too many terrific  
Milwaukee restaurants to name! 

find a full list at 
visitmilwauKee.org

uwm at a glance
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uwm student approved 
Many of these activities are part of the UWM  
Bucket List, a challenge sponsored by the Center  
for Student Involvement. 

find the full list at  
uwm.edu/sao
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