Q. Can we
afford UWM?

New student
checklist

A. We realize that the cost of college is the No.1
concern for many families. If you’re wondering whether a
4-year college is still worth the investment, consider this: A worker with
a bachelor’s degree can expect to earn about $1 million more than a high
school graduate over a 40-year career, according to a report by the U.S.
Census Bureau. And now is the perfect time to join UWM: Not only is the
university competitively priced, but tuition is frozen at last year’s rates.

You don’t want your student to miss any of these important steps to
becoming a UWM Panther. Once your student has been accepted for
admission, he or she will need to do the following:

Financial aid and scholarships can make the UWM experience even more affordable, and nearly 80
percent of our students receive aid. UWM also offers a variety of scholarships, including the Chancellor’s
Scholarship for Diversity and Leadership and the Academic Achievement Leadership Award, which are
both full-ride scholarships. Out-of-state students may qualify for the UWM Merit Award (worth $4,000$8,500 a year) and the Milwaukee Advantage. We also encourage students to take AP courses and/
or consider Wisconsin’s Youth Options Program (youthoptions.dpi.wi.gov) as a way to earn college
credits while still in high school—it’s a smart way to reduce your college costs even further.
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Activate ePanther account as soon as possible. This will give your student access to
his or her PAWS account, which includes a To Do List. Your student should continue to monitor the
email account he or she listed on the UWM application—that’s what most departments will use to
get in touch. epanther.uwm.edu
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Visit UWM! If you haven’t already, the best way to see your student’s new home is to check

employers

it out. Or encourage your student to come again for one of our special events just for admitted
students. visit.uwm.edu

hire uwm

students & grads

Join us on social media. Your student can connect with other future Panthers on Facebook

each year

at go.uwm.edu/UWM2018 or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/uwmadmit.

Submit the UWM housing contract as soon as possible. Your student should turn in

your student to check scholarships.uwm.edu for tips and resources and follow
facebook.com/UwmScholarships to get the latest scholarship news.

Consider financial options and apply for financial aid starting in January. Meet the priority
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date of March 1 to maximize your student’s potential financial aid. finaid.uwm.edu
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Research and apply for scholarships starting in September. Encourage

3

Milwaukee
Advantage
$500-$1,000

ONE OF AMERICA’S

his or her housing preferences (including choosing a Living Learning Community) by April 30 for the
best chance of getting his or her first pick. universityhousing.uwm.edu

Estimated Undergraduate tuition
and fee numbers for 2013-14:
Base tuition price
$19,029

MILWAUKEE
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$12,429

$12,346

$18,029

Other Costs
Estimated room and meals: $9,136
This amount reflects an estimate of the expense a student
may incur for housing and meals when living away from a
parent—whether on or off campus.

Estimated books and other classroom materials: $700

for a more
personalized
estimate
Go to finaid.uwm.edu to
find net price and financial aid
award calculators.

*Minnesota residents are required to apply for the Wisconsin/Minnesota tuition reciprocity program.
Learn more and apply at getreadyforcollege.org.
**Students from Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska and North Dakota may qualify for reduced nonresident
tuition through the Midwest Student Exchange Program. Learn more at MSEP.uwm.edu.
***Students from states other than Wisconsin, Minnesota and MSEP states are eligible for the UWM Merit Award, which requires
a GPA of 3.0 or higher and an ACT score of at least 25.

Register for placement tests starting in February. Take placement tests starting in
March. Complete tests by the priority date of May 1 for the most flexible testing options.
newfreshmentesting.uwm.edu
Pay the New Freshman Fee on PAWS after your student completes placement tests.
paws.uwm.edu

Sign up for New Student Orientation starting in April. Register by the priority date of
June 1 for the most flexibility in dates. nsorientation.uwm.edu
Attend New Student Orientation to meet your student’s advisor, register for classes
and much more.

Attend Panther Welcome Day and Fall Welcome—both are terrific ways for your
student to get to know his or her future home and meet new friends. fallwelcome.uwm.edu

Welcome to college! Classes start September 2, 2014.

Want to know more? Bring your
family for a visit and experience
UWM for yourself.

justforfamilies.uwm.edu

Just for

parents

Welcome
We know you probably have a lot of questions as your son or daughter
goes through the college search. What’s most important to you might be
a little different from your student’s perspective, so we’ve prepared this
guide with you in mind. Have other questions? Please reach out to us at
any time at contact.uwm.edu—we’d love to hear from you.

Q. What makes
UWM different?
A. We are nationally ranked and Wisconsin’s
premier urban research university. That means that
your student can be part of some of the most exciting work happening in
the region, and as early as freshman year, your student can boost his or
her resume by working alongside faculty experts in one of UWM’s nearly
200 labs, centers and institutes. At UWM, your student will chart a path
from freshman year to first-job offer, with our award-winning (and wellconnected) faculty and staff helping every step of the way.
UWM offers 188 degree options including these distinctive programs:
•

The School of Freshwater
Sciences is the first in America

•

and one of just three in the world.
•

•

UWM’s Peck School of the Arts is
the only dedicated arts school in the UW
system, and its film program was ranked
in the top 20 in the world by Hollywood
Reporter in 2011.

•

The world-renowned School of

Architecture & Urban Planning
is one of the country’s only schools to
offer bachelor’s, master’s and PhD-level
architecture programs.
•

•

•

•

The Lubar School of Business is
accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB),
a distinction given to less than 5 percent
of business schools worldwide.
The School of Education offers the
only American Sign Language bachelor’s
degree in Wisconsin.
The College of Engineering
& Applied Science is one of only
two public universities in Wisconsin
that offers degrees through the
doctoral level.
The College of Letters & Science
is the largest college on campus and is
home to many award-winning faculty.

•

•

•

The College of Health Sciences is
the largest of its kind in the Midwest and
includes top-ranked programs such as
biomedical sciences, kinesiology, athletic
training, health care administration, and
occupational studies.
The School of Information Studies
is ranked 15th out of the top library
and information science schools in
the country.
The College of Nursing is
Wisconsin’s largest nursing school
and is consistently ranked in the top 10
percent of graduate nursing programs in
U.S. News and World Report.
The Helen Bader School of Social
Welfare is home to a top-40 social
work program and a criminal justice
major that is ranked in the top three
in the Midwest.

Q. Will my
uwm student
get lost in the
crowd?
A. No way. We’re committed to being your
student’s family away from home, and we’ll do
everything we can to help your student succeed from the moment he
or she applies (or even earlier) until commencement day. We genuinely
care for our students and support them in a number of ways:
•
•

All new students are assigned a peer mentor, plus have access to an abundance of other resources
through UWM’s Student Success Center.

Our 20:1 student/faculty ratio ensures that your student will get to really know our
award-winning professors.

•

Free tutoring is available for more than 120 freshman- and sophomore-level courses.
Plus, UWM uses an early-warning system so that if a student is struggling, his or her adviser
is notified while there’s still time to turn a grade around.

•

The

Employment

Forecast
the fastest-growing, most in-demand
careers through 2018.

Students can choose to participate in Living Learning Communities, which are organized around
certain majors and extracurricular interests. Members of an LLC live on the same floor, take at least
one class together and attend special events to enhance their learning outside the classroom.

•

•

Q. How will
UWM help my
student land
a good job?

The Norris Health Center offers everything
from free flu shots to counseling to low-cost
prescriptions.
The S.A.F.E. (Safety Awareness for Everyone)
Walkers program and B.O.S.S. (Be on the Safe
Side) Van Escort Service help keep students safe
at all hours of the night. The University Police
Department is also available 24/7.

panther families
The Panther Families Program will keep you
connected to important campus news and
upcoming events while your student is here.
justforfamilies.uwm.edu

Combine a UWM degree with the
expertise and connections of career
services offices across campus.
Take a look at just a few of the
academic/internship combinations
that can help your student land a
job before graduation day.

K8 Education
Explore ✔ Education, English
Intern here ✔ Milwaukee Public Schools,

Accounting, Auditing
& Actuary

Boys & Girls Clubs, Urban Ecology Center

Explore ✔ Accounting, Economics, Actuarial Science
Intern here ✔ Baird, Ernst & Young, Kohler

Law Enforcement

Architecture

Wisconsin Dept. of Corrections, U.S. Secret Service

Explore ✔ Architecture
Intern here ✔ Eppstein Uhen, Plunkett Raysich, HGA

Network & Data Analysis

Computer Engineering

Explore ✔ IT Management, Information Studies, Math
Intern here ✔ A.B. Data, GE Healthcare,

Explore ✔ Engineering & Applied Science
Intern here ✔ Johnson Controls, Quad Graphics, 		

Northwestern Mutual

Nursing

Creative Industries

Explore ✔ Nursing
Intern here ✔ Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin,

The Joseph J. Zilber School of
Public Health is the only dedicated

Milwaukee Art Museum

public health school in Wisconsin.

Healthcare & Hospitals
Explore ✔ Health Sciences, Pre-Med
Intern here ✔ The Milwaukee Brewers, Kettle

Moraine School District, Zablocki VA Medical Center

Human Resources
Explore ✔ Human Resources Management,

Communication
Intern here ✔ Harley-Davidson, Manpower,
Brady Corporation

Our location in Wisconsin’s largest city, just 15 minutes from downtown Milwaukee and 90 minutes
north of Chicago, guarantees powerful internships and networking opportunities that you won’t find
in a smaller town. Our faculty maintain deep ties in their fields, and our students hold 600-plus
internships every year at some of the area’s leading companies—including Miller-Coors, HarleyDavidson, Northwestern Mutual, Rockwell Automation, GE Healthcare, Johnson Controls, and more.
When it’s time to search for a full-time job, UWM’s Career Development Center—and our strong alumni
network, the biggest and fastest-growing in Southeastern Wisconsin—can help your son or daughter
get a foot in the door. In fact, more than 600 local employers hire UWM students and grads every year.

Explore ✔ Criminal Justice, Psychology
Intern here ✔ Milwaukee Intelligence Fusion Center,

Rockwell Automation

Explore ✔ Arts
Intern here ✔ Cannes Film Festival, Discovery World,

A. Imagine this: A future employer is scanning
through a mountain of resumes, glances at
your child’s educational background and says,
“Where?” That won’t happen with a degree from
UWM. The University of Wisconsin System is nationally known for its
high quality, and a UWM degree means more than just a diploma.

Mayo Clinic, Silver Spring Community Nursing Center

Marketing & PR
Explore ✔ Journalism, Advertising & Public

Relations, Marketing
Intern here ✔ Laughlin Constable, Miller Park,

State of Wisconsin

Social & Community
Service Management
Explore ✔ Social Welfare, Sociology, Urban Studies
Intern here ✔ Pathfinders, Running Rebels,

Milwaukee County Bureau of Child Welfare

Sources include Bureau of Labor Statistics, Cultural Alliance of Greater Milwaukee, Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development,
UWM Schools & Colleges and the Lubar Career Services Center.
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